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by Michael Sisk

College admission is on the top of most parents’ priority list for
their children and the high school they choose to attend. A Christian
classical school just building its curriculum and entering the 11th

and 12th grade years is bound to be inundated by the question of how
students at our school are going to get into college. I do not want to
diminish the seriousness of the question at all, but I want to spend
some time on the other side of this question as well. The question
should not be phrased solely in terms of college admission, but should
also address the preparation a Christian classical school makes for a
student’s success once he has been admitted. If our students drop
out or fail many of their classes in the first year, it would indicate
much more than their simple admission into a college program could
ever say.

Greenville Classical Academy has taken great pains to provide
a college preparatory curriculum based on the liberal arts that will

make it possible for a student who completes our program with
excellence to be admitted to colleges of his choice. Our program is
first-and-foremost based on the liberal arts. John Milton once
summarized a liberal arts education when he stated, “I call therefore
a complete and generous education that which fits a man to perform
justly, skillfully, and magnanimously, all the offices, both public and
private, of peace and war.” A liberal arts program is concerned with
the subjects that make men free, that is concerning liberty. What a
man knows about history, literature, theology, and philosophy (the
Great Conversation) significantly affects the way he will approach
any vocation. In this respect we have a foundational commitment to
the liberal arts as tools of success in college.

According to a recent report by the ACT, the majority of U.S.
high school programs do not adequately prepare students for college-
level work. The 2007 report of the ACT Education division states,
“If the goal of high school is to prepare … students for some type of
postsecondary education …, then it should be clear that the high
school curriculum must address the academic demands these forms
of postsecondary education make on high school graduates.” A 2005

Ho w does a classical educ ation
pr epar e a student for college?

editorial in the Washington Post by Prince George’s Community
College President Ronald Williams also laments “a chronic lack of
academic readiness among students entering directly from high
school.”

Greenville Classical Academy’s college preparatory program
seeks to challenge these trends by providing the tools of learning
that will enable a student to succeed at whatever academic challenge
he faces. Dorothy Sayers summarized this approach in her lecture
“The Lost Tools of Learning.” She stated that it is more important to
master the art of learning than to master a particular subject. She
hearkened back to the medieval trivium as a pattern for this
acquisition of tools.

The whole of the Trivium was, in fact, intended to teach
the pupil the proper use of the tools of learning, before he
began to apply them to "subjects" at all. First, he learned a
language; not just how to order a meal in a foreign language,
but the structure of a language, and hence of language itself-
-what it was, how it was put together, and how it worked.
Secondly, he learned how to use language; how to define
his terms and make accurate statements; how to construct
an argument and how to detect fallacies in argument.
Dialectic, that is
to say, embraced
Logic and
D i s p u t a t i o n .
Thirdly, he
learned to
express himself
in language—
how to say what
he had to say
elegantly and
persuasively.

Students at
Greenville Classical
Academy focus
heavily on these tools.
We teach a high
degree of reading
comprehension by

GC A pr ovide s the tools of learning
tha t will enable a st udent to succeed a t
wha tever ac ademic challenge he face s.

...continued on page 4
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Teacher Focus on . . . Mrs. Sarah Gaffney
by Faith Martzin

Mrs. Sarah Gaffney, GCA's upper school science teacher, is
state certified to teach Biology and Chemistry. She obtained her
undergraduate degree from Potsdam State University in upstate
New York, and her Masters degree in Education from Furman
University. Mrs. Gaffney and her husband, Cecil, attend Mitchell
Road Presbyterian Church along with their three girls, Leah (13),
Marissa and Cecily (10-year-old twins). She taught in public schools
for 16 years and has 8 years teaching experience in private and
home education situations. Mrs. Gaffney believes that each of us is
created with a specific purpose, and that, without a doubt, she was
put on this earth to teach chemistry!

In her own words:
How does a Christian, classical education prepare a student to
excel in the sciences?
My high school students have the math skills and many of the
thinking skills soundly in place to proceed through science. Because
logic, writing and thinking skills are emphasized across the
curriculum, they are ready to move through science.

Classical education is often viewed as focusing on literature and
history. How does science fit into a Christian classical education?
Case in point: in Physical Science, we just studied global warming
issues. We concentrated on thinking through data, graphs, and
information to make discerning analysis of all that’s there. It is
easy to say that because I am a Christian, I believe that global
warming is not an issue. It is more difficult to justify your answer
with correct facts and data. We don’t need to be afraid to do this!
We need to learn how to think through and use wisdom through all
the information that is out there.

How can a parent create or encourage an interest in science in a
child?
I think that if we, day to day, point out the wonders of creation to
our children, we instill an awe for what the Creator has given us
and a natural curiosity in science. For example, why do the leaves
change colors, how do birds know when to fly south, why is the
sky blue?

Sarah Gaffney assist s 11th grade student s Britt ani Elledge, T aylor Blough,
and Andrew Babb in a Chemistry lab to test the theory referred to as the
Law of Mass Conservation (matter can neither be created nor destroyed.)
The experiment uses vinegar and baking soda to create a chemical
reaction in which carbon dioxide is captured in a balloon.

Does your Biblical world view affect the way you teach science?
I appreciate the freedom to discuss how God is the ultimate Chemist
and Scientist!!!! Dr. Wiles, the writer of our high school textbooks,
does an excellent job pointing out the specific details and design in
our universe that allows us enjoy life as we do. Some people feel
that incorporating God in science somehow waters down the
intellectual value of what is taught. Not true!!!!! The facts and details
lead to Him! PRAISE THE LORD!

If you could change one thing about your college experience, what
would it be?
The only regret I have is that I didn’t learn how to think logically,
analytically and with confidence until I was a sophomore in college.
Maturity is of course a factor in our thinking process, but I am sure
instruction in that area at an earlier age would have greatly benefited.

by Mrs.Lisa Downing
On Monday, September 10, the 7th – 11th grade students and faculty

spent a day at the lake on the first annual Upper School Retreat. It
was only one hour away from school, but it was worlds away from
the routine at GCA. No uniforms. No backpacks. No homework.
Just a great time of fellowship and fun. We were able to spend time
playing and swimming, eating and simply hanging out together.

As much fun as we had skipping stones, splashing around in
the lake, or shooting pool, the most important part of our retreat
was the time we spent together in God’s Word and in prayer. Our
day started with a devotion from Mr. Sisk in which he focused on
David’s prayer for Solomon, likening our prayers for the students
to David’s petitions on behalf of his son. Then the teachers, along
with Mr. Klein, shared what their prayers were for the upper school
students of GCA. One teacher prayed that the students would grow

A Teacher’s Look at the Upper School Retreat
in discretion and understanding. Another asked that they be filled
with joy. Still another asked the Lord to help the students learn to
take the long view of life and not just focus on the here and now.
Each of us had a different prayer, but each prayer came down to a
hope and desire that each of our students become a discerning
follower of Jesus Christ.

All too soon our time was up and we had to return to the world
of uniforms and backpacks and homework. Sometimes, as I am busy
teaching, I look at my students and I remember that special day at
the lake when we shared time together in play and prayer, work and
worship, fun and fellowship. Then I look ahead and I anticipate
special retreats with future upper school students. I thank God that I
have been allowed to be a part of GCA from the beginning, and I am
anxious to see what the Lord has in store for our school in the days
and years to come.
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by Nancy Blough
Following a very successful spring

season of 8 wins and 2 losses, Coach
Goeksan Cik and the GCA JV Boys
soccer team had a desire to keep the
team together and play in the fall. Since
most other private schools play boys’
soccer in the fall, this was a logical
addition to the athletic program at
GCA. It offered a sport for boys each
of the three seasons: soccer in the fall
and spring and basketball in the winter.
Although the team lost a couple of key
players to club soccer, the team was
able to recruit some talented home-
schooled students who had played club
soccer in the past and were excited
about the opportunity to play with a
school.

The team practiced several times
during June and July and started official
practices on August 14th. They
participated in the BreakAway Kick-off
Classic Soccer Tournament on August
24th and 25th at Pittman Park in Green-
ville and were thrilled to take 2nd place among nine teams.

The fall season consists of 14 games with the first game
played on August 28th and the last game on October 18th at
4:30pm at Pittman Park in Greenville. We welcome GCA
families to come out to watch one of our games. The complete
fall soccer schedule is available on the GCA website. The

JV Boys

6th grader Micah Klein and 9 th grader Bill Hannah go af ter the ball as GCA  faced Hampton Park in
their 2 nd game of a soccer tournament the last weekend in August. Even though the HP  team had
the size advant age, the Lions played well enough to tie the game 0 - 0.

Soccer!

result of each game is regularly updated on the new GCA
Athletics Blog www.gcaathletcs.blogspot.com.

For more information on GCA soccer, contact the Athletic
Director, Sandy Reynolds at 354-2813 or
GCAathletics@gmail.com or Nancy Blough at 230-5511 or
nblough@gmail.com.

by Mrs. Sara LaPage
On Thursday, August 23rd GCA held

its first-ever volleyball meeting. The
turnout was great and the enthusiasm
even greater. Coach Sara Lapage, who
is GCA’s 1st grade teacher, will lead the
new team this year. We are excited to
offer the students at GCA and local
homeschoolers the opportunity to come
play for GCA.

The hard-working GCA ladies have
faced some tough teams and are hoping
the next game will produce their first
win. The girls have improved with each
game.

SportsG
C
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Girls JV Volleyball
Most of the ladies are playing on a

team for the first time. Others have a
few years of experience on town league
teams. Our team captain, Margaret
Young, is a helpful and communicative
leader. She and Anna Tribble are the
team's designated setters. The rest of the
girls alternate as diggers and attackers.
Our team’s primary goal is to commu-
nicate the glory of God on and off the
court. Our secondary goals include the
following phrases...  “Serve is the first
chance to attack! Second hit is always
to the setter! Third hit is always over-
hand! No ball is ungettable!”

T h e
l a d i e s
have nine
t o t a l
games on
the sched-
ule and
the one
and only home game will be on Octo-
ber 4th at 4:00pm versus Mt. Zion.  This
game will be played at Colonial Hills
Baptist Church in Taylors.  The season
ends on October 16th with a 4:00pm
game against Hampton Park.  If you can,
please come out and support the team.
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studying and reading deeply in the great
masterpieces of the western world. Our math
and science courses, as well as our humanities
courses, emphasize analysis and problem
solving. This ensures that not only is the answer
correct, but the path to the answer is correct as
well. Finally we require a firm grasp of
rhetorical techniques so that our students may
make themselves heard and understood in the
world.

But I would be remiss if I did not make a
remark about one of the most important tools
we provide to our students: a solid biblical
worldview. A worldview provides the grid, the
framework through which a student
understands the world and the information he
receives. A biblical worldview presupposes the
truth of the Holy Scriptures and the existence
of the triune God of the Bible as foundational
to any knowledge.

All of these elements work together to not
only prepare a student at Greenville Classical
Academy to be accepted into college, but also
to succeed while there. While getting into
college is a major goal in the life of many
students and families, we must pay attention
to the further goals of success in college and
the strengthening of a student’s faith while
there. If we were to get every student into the
most select colleges in the nation but do not
give them the tools to succeed and maintain
their relationship to God, we will have utterly
failed in our mission.

....continued from page 1

Michael Sisk is the Dean of Logic & Rhetoric at
GCA and can be reached at 864-414-6653 or
msisk@greenvilleclassical.com

Upcoming Ev ent s
Oct 8 1st and 2nd Grade Field Trip to May-Lan Tree Plantation
Oct 8 GCA JV Boys Soccer vs. Easley Homeschool (Pittman Park, 4:30pm)
Oct 12 Grandparents’ Day 9 - 11:45, Noon dismissal
Oct 12 Boys Soccer and Girls Volleyball Away Games vs. Hendersonville Christian, 5:00pm
Oct 15 No School – Fall Break
Oct 16 1st Grade Field Trip to the Peace Center to see Flat Stanley
Oct 16 Boys Soccer and Girls Volleyball Away Games vs. Hampton Park Christian, 4:00pm
Oct 18 Boys Soccer Home Game vs. Oconee Christian, 4:30pm
Oct 23 OPEN HOUSE 9 - Noon
Oct 26 End of 1st Quarter
Nov 1 Noon Dismissal, Parent/Teacher Conferences, Report Cards Issued
Nov 9 Holiday Festival and Auction 5:00 - 8:30pm
Nov 19 Progress Reports sent home
Nov 21-23 No School – Thanksgiving Break
Nov 27 OPEN HOUSE 9 – Noon
Nov 30 Noon dismissal – Faculty In Service

Basketball
by Sandy Reynolds

For the 2007-2008 Winter season, GCA is pleased to be expanding the
basketball program by adding a Boys Varsity team coached by Matt Silver.
This is in addition to a Boys’ Middle School and Boys’ JV team. For the girls,
there will be one JV team led by Lisa Downing. Registration will continue until the end of
October. Registration forms can be downloaded from the GCA website and turned into the office.

As with all of our athletic programs, we invite home-schooled students to join us. We
always welcome the help and support of parents who wish to volunteer their time to assist the
coaches. Regular practices will start on October 29th and games will begin in November. Practices
and games will be scheduled at Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church and Second Presbyterian
Church in downtown Greenville.

We have a great season scheduled with plans for a kick-off Pep Rally on November 16th,
followed by a tournament for both the girls and boys teams that same weekend at Tabernacle
Christian School on the westside of Greenville. The season will come to a close in mid-February
with our own exciting Presidents’ Tournament for our Varsity Boys. Look for the basketball
schedule to be posted on the website in mid-October as well as information regarding the pre-
season meetings for each team. As in the past, concessions will be available at the home games.
We hope you will be able come out and cheer for our teams.

For more information on GCA’s basketball program, contact Sandy Reynolds, Athletic
Director, at gcaathletics@gmail.com or 354-2813.


