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Greenville Classical Academy is
excited to have 32 new students join
us for the ‘06-‘07 academic year
representing 16 new families! With 76
students, the total student body has
grown by almost 20% from last year,
and as our student body grows, so does
our faculty. We are pleased to introduce
four new teachers and a new
headmaster!

Mark Klein  joins GCA as the new
headmaster. Mark has spent most of
his career life in the field of education.
He has six years of experience as a
Head of School, nine years experience
in teaching and five years experience
as the Director of Children’s Ministries
at Mitchell Road Presbyterian Church.
Mark has a Master’s Degree in
Educational Leadership from Widener
University and a B.A. in Speech and
Education. He is certified in

e l e m e n t a r y
teaching in three
states, including
South Carolina.
Mark also holds
an ACSI
E l e m e n t a r y
P r i n c i p a l
Administrat ive
Certificate.

M a r k
enthusiastically
embraces GCA’s
mission “to glorify God through the
provision of a rigorous classical
education that will transform its
students into discerning followers of
Jesus Christ.” Beyond his academic
credentials, GCA is impressed with his
educational philosophy, humble spirit,
sincere faith, and proven leadership
abilities. Mark and his wife Judy live
in Taylors, SC and are the parents of
one daughter and four sons ages 5-18.

Cheryl Peterson is our new 5th

and 6th grade teacher. Cheryl earned
her B.A. in Early Childhood Education
from USCS in 1980 and her M.Ed. in
Elementary Education from Converse
in 1983. She has over 20 years of
teaching experience and is certified in
Early Childhood Education,
Elementary Education, Middle School
Math, and Middle School Social
Studies. Cheryl is married to Mark, and
they have a daughter who attends
North Greenville University.

Sarah LaPage teaches our 1st

graders. She earned her B.S. in
Elementary Education from Bob Jones
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University in 2003 and a Master’s in
Counseling in 2005, also from BJU.
She is certified in Elementary
Education and has one year of teaching
experience. Sarah also wrote and
implemented several educational
programs for the Museum & Gallery
at BJU. She and her husband David
were married this past summer.

Katie Spearman teaches our busy
K5ers. Katie earned her B.A. in Early
Childhood and Elementary Education
from Furman University in 1991 and
has 10 years of teaching experience.
She is married to Seth, and they have
four daughters ages 6-13.

Also, Mary Beth Hayes joins us
to teach Spanish to the upper school
students. She is currently a Senior at
Furman University.

As the school grows, we are
encouraged to be continually adding
passion for classical education to
educational experience.
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Third graders Holly Libretti, Jamie Holland and Mary L ynn Whit acre get
acquainted on the first day of school.

Learn more about GCA at one of our upcoming
Open Houses (10/10 & 11/16) or visit our website
at www.greenvilleclassical.com.
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THE SLiC VISION
by Celanie Martin, ‘06-‘07 SLiC Member

The Student Life Committee (SLiC) at GCA is in full
swing, planning and preparing for our new school year.
This year we will be planning and hosting at least 18
school-wide events; everything from Back to School Night
to Field Day.  Much time and work will go into making
these special events a memorable and important part of
our children's educational experience, for while their aca-
demic preparation in the classroom is of primary impor-
tance, it is only one piece of their education at GCA.

These events help not only our children, but parents,
teachers and administration build relationships with one
another, which in turn helps us to work better together.
They help our children to learn to celebrate God’s bless-
ings not only individually, but corporately as part of a
larger community at GCA.  They provide needed times
of relaxation and fun during the often rigorous school year.
Finally, they assist in building true community in our
school, as we reach out to one another as well as new
families, visitors, and the Greenville community at large.

We have a great time as a committee.  These events
are truly enjoyable to plan – who doesn’t enjoy a really
great party?  However, at the same time, we want to be
another extension of excellence in all that we do, for our
events serve not only to build our school internally, but
also to publicize us externally.

The committee looks forward to a great year with you
as we serve the school for the glory of God.

Note: Jenny Spears was the Dean of Faculty of
the Lower School at GCA last year. Jenny’s
21-year-son David Spears went to be with the
Lord on September 17, 2006.

Dear GCA friends,

Thank you very much for your love and concern
for our family. We are grateful for the extended
family of our Lord.

Thank you for the flowers you sent. They help
to remind us of God’s love for us.

Thank you for your prayers. We continue to need
them.

In His loving hands,
Robert & Jenny Spears

Why GCA?
by Teresa Heitz, new GCA parent

“What is a classical school?” “What is a classical curriculum?”
“Why would you want your child to go there?” “Who started it
anyway?” “Where is it?”

Since August, when our daughter, Rachel, began second grade
at Greenville Classical Academy, these are just some of the questions
we’ve been asked by family and friends. About six years ago, I was
asking the same questions of a new friend who was lamenting the
fact that her family’s move to Greenville meant her children could
no longer attend a classical school.

By 2005, Dave and I began to realize we wanted more for Rachel
than she was getting in a typical first grade setting. Fortunately, as
the Greenville area has grown, so has the variety of options parents
may consider for educating their children.

Earlier this year, we began accumulating written materials,
visiting schools, talking to home schooling friends, and praying about
a new school for Rachel. We heard GCA was having an open house,
and decided to check it out. That evening, many GCA parents
welcomed us warmly, encouraged us to ask questions, and shared
their own GCA experiences. We were impressed with what was going
on at GCA. We were attracted by the small class sizes, the dress
code, the enthusiasm and professionalism of the staff, and the
intentional teaching of every subject completely from a Biblical
perspective.

The more we talked, prayed, queried, and read, the more we
became convinced that God was pointing us toward GCA. So, we
met with Mr. Sisk, and later, with Mr. Klein, as well as visiting Mrs.
Grimm’s second grade classroom. Watching GCA in action was a
refreshing change from the typical school setting, and we realized it
was our heart’s desire for Rachel to be accepted as a student at GCA.

It is obvious everyone at GCA has a heart for children, and a
genuine interest in raising well-educated Christians who are able to

state what they believe, and why they
believe it, with poise and confidence.

Rachel “loves” school, and looks
forward to going, making new friends, and
learning. We are thankful for GCA, and
the work God is doing in our child’s life
through Greenville Classical Academy.

The Lord provided a perfect day for the K5, 1 st and 2 nd grade field trip to Sky T op Apple Orchard
in Flatrock, NC on Monday , October 2 nd. The apples were plentiful, the weather was beautiful,
and the fellowship was sweet. Besides picking apples, the student s heard an educational t alk
on the life cycle of apples, took a hayride up and down the hills of the orchard, played on a
playground, and enjoyed a picnic lunch.
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New Strides
by Erin Leopold

Did you know that the average 10 year old should be eating
around 1600-1900 calories/day? And, the Food Pyramid as we've
known it has recently changed?  If you answered yes to either of
these two questions than it would be safe to assume that your child
is a member of Strides Club here at GCA!

This is our second season offering
Strides Club, a club focusing on overall
wellness by eating healthy to fuel our
bodies efficiently and staying fit by daily

exercise. Our first meeting was held last Thursday, September 28,
right after school where we met our 15 club members and began
learning about the Food Pyramid. We also took our first little jog
around the school/church parking lot (our make-shift track) and did
some partner work with medicine balls.

The club will continue to meet each Thursday right after school
for the next seven weeks. We have more fun things planned for the
group including a trail run/walk through the River Walk trails, a
field trip to Carolina Triathlon where we'll learn about cycling, an
afternoon of indoor soccer up at the Greenville Tennis Club soccer
arena, and much more!  If your 3rd-6th grader would still like to join
us, it's not too late to sign up. Simply talk with Jennifer VanOsdol,
Heather Terrell, or me. Keep on moving!

Tyler Brown (3 rd grade) t akes instruction from GCA ’s string ensemble
director Katy Martin.

GCA String Ensemble
by Katy Martin, Director

If you speak with anyone in the GCA ensemble, they will
tell you “for Christmas, get Dad an Easter basket.” Actually,
this is just a clever way to help us remember the order of
sharps as they occur on a staff. Since beginning, students are
working on counting, reading music, and a bit of theory. The
students in this group are Tyler Brown, Jakob Tiepen, Kayla
Fenstermaker, Alivia Springgate, Cody Pott, Jacob Martin,
Hannah Martin, Philip Martin, and Abigail Martin. The group
auditioned and has to have mastered Suzuki violin book one.

Because the goal is to expose students to composers and
their works, we are working through a book called Music
Plus. It includes a short synopsis of the lives of different
composers, and there are various samples of these composers’
works throughout. The first work that the ensemble is learning
is a revised edition of a Haydn string quartet which happens
to be the national anthem for Germany. Since one of the
students has a father who is from Germany, there is a peaked
interest in this composition. The work begins with an
anacrusis and has a delightful complimentary second part that
the lower instruments are learning.

In addition to the Classical music, students are also
learning sacred hymns to enjoy and worship with at home.
We hope to share this music at nursing homes in the future
and look forward to participating in the Solo and Ensemble
Festival in the spring.

SportsG
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Update
by Bob Hervieux, Athletic Director

Our first basketball meeting
on 9/21 was well attended. We will
field three teams this year to
compete against local schools: JV
boys, middle school boys and
middle school girls. The schedules are firming up, and we hope
to announce them shortly.

We are looking forward to our second annual Presidents’
Tournament for the JV boys. Also, the boys middle school will
participate in an Easley tournament in March.We are still in need
of two boy’s assistant coaches, so Dads, dust off the high tops
and jump on into one of these openings.

Thank you to all the parents and players for your support
and enthusiasm for GCA b-ball. We are looking forward to an
outstanding season of basketball, so keep your eyes open for
further information and opportunities to serve GCA via the
basketball program!
For more information on GCA’s basketball program, contact the Athletic
Director Bob Hervieux at 864-704-3904 or bob@strategicinitiativellc.com.
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FUNd Raising!
On September 16th, GCA parents, friends and friends-of-

friends gathered at Dinners Ready! on
Woodruff Road to make some meals
and raise some money! Moms were
able to make delicious, economical,
freezable meals for their families and
Dinners Ready! donated a portion of the group’s proceeds to
GCA’s Financial Aid Fund! Plus, Dinners Ready! will be donating
meals to be auctioned at GCA’s Fall Festival and Auction.

We’ll be going again on Saturday, October 14th at 12:30PM,
so come join us, save money, try new recipes, save time and raise
money for GCA. Call Ashlyn Cousins for more information (228-
8289). If you can’t come with us on that day, we’ll arrange for a
friend to prepare meals for you, or register for a session anytime
using GCA’s code D047-006SF and earn a donation for our school!

Ashlyn Cousins and her mother-in-law June Cousins had fun prep aring
meals for their families at Dinners Ready!

Fall Festival & AuctionFall Festival & AuctionFall Festival & AuctionFall Festival & AuctionFall Festival & Auction

Upcoming Ev ents
10/6 Grandparents’ Day 9-11:30 a.m.
10/10 Open House for Prospective Families
10/16 Picture Day
10/27 Fall Festival and Auction 5-9 p.m.
11/3 End of 1st Quarter
11/8 Report Cards Issued: Noon Dismissal
11/16 Open House for Prospective Families
11/21 Thanksgiving Feast: Noon Dismissal
11/22 - 11/24 No School: Thanksgiving Break
12/14 Christmas Program/Reception: 7:00 p.m.
12/15 Class Christmas Parties: Noon Dismissal

Mark your calendars for GCA’s Fall Festival and Auction on
Friday, October 27th from 5:00-9:00pm at Woodruff Road
Presbyterian Church. This year’s event promises to be a great
time for all! Come win a cake at the cake walk or practice your
shooting skills with a little basketball challenge. The children will
enjoy face-painting, moon-bouncing, and even a hay ride.

A light supper can be purchased as
families enjoy the festivities and
Moms and Dads make bids on many
fantastic items donated for the silent
auction. At 7pm, the children will be
treated to a movie as the adults are
treated to dessert and an auction for

even more fabulous items. All money
raised will benefit GCA’s Financial Aid

Fund which blesses many of the families attending GCA. So come,
have a great time and even get a little early Christmas shopping
done!

See our website and our bi-weekly updated auction item
booklet for a list of current donation items.


